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A Worker's Prayer. 

Tor I have received of the Lord that 
which also I 'delivered onto you,'— 1 
Gor. 2 : SI. 
Lord, tpe«k to me, that I may speak 

Id living echoes of Tby tone; 
As Thou has sought, so let me seek 

Thy erring children, lost and lone. 
lead me. Lord, that I may lead 

The wandering and wavering feet ; 
feed me, Lord, that I may feed 

Thy hungering ones with manna sweet, 
O strengthen me, that while I stand 

Firm on the rock, and strong In thee, 
I 'may stretch out a loving hand 

To wrestlers In the troubled sea. 
O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 

The precious things Thou dost impart, 
And wing my words that the; may reach 

The hidden depth of many a heart. 
give Thine own sweet rest to me, 

That I may apeak w ith soothing power 
A word In season, as from Thee, 

To weary ones In needful honr. 
O All me with Tby fullness. Lord, 

Until my very bearto'erflow 
In kindling thought and glowing word, 

Tby love to tell, Thy praise to show. 
O use me, Lord, use even me, 

Just as Thou wilt, when and where ; 
Until Tby blessed face I see, 

Thy rest, Thy Joy, Thy glory share. 
—Frances Ridley Hevergal. 


Miami Valley Items. 

Since last I wrote we have 
commenced meetings in a new 
point. It is not very far from 
the Bear Creek church, and is 
known. as the Stillwater Junction 
Union church. The church was 
built by the Bar rounding cotn- 
manity, and waa intended for 
the use of all denominations. 
The building is the result of a re- 
vival held by a Methodist evan- 
gelist. There were many that 
protessed conversion at this meet' 
ing, and the neighborhood built 
the house as a Union church. 
When I first began to hold meet- 
ings in this neighborhood some 
five years ago, I became acquaint 
ed and formed a friendship with 
many of the people that after- 
wards united with other church- 
es. Just after I left this neigh- 
borhood, or I should rather say, 
quit holding meetings there, two 
churches went up. This one al- 
ready referred to, and one built 
by the United Brethren. It is 
as a Christian friend told me a 
few weeks ago, when inviting 
me to come again and preach in 
one or both of the houses, that I 
quit just a few weeks too soon. 

The truth 1b we were working 
under very discouraging circum- 
stances in those days. We had 
no house of oar own, aud while 
we were invited by other denom- 
inations into their houses, aseoon 
as there was the least likelihood 
of bnilding up a.Brethren church, 
then the doore were closed upon 
us, I find, however, that we 
have a «ood many staunch 
friends it that neighborhood, 
and those who were instrument- 
al in turning the tide against us 
| then, have not increased in their 
I influence in the community. We 
have been invited time and again 
to return and make another el- 
fort, bat until now the multiplic- 
ity of oar appointments would 
not permit us to go there. 

Last Sunday week, Ma? 25th, 
I we held a meeting for the first 
time in the Stillwater Junction 
I church. At the morning service 
I we had very few there. This 
I was on account of the meeting 
[not having been well advertised, 
land because onr own brethren at 


Bear Creek could not possibly 
come in time, after attending the 
Sunday School in their own 
church which was several miles 
distant. But by evening the ap- 
pointment became better known 
in the vicinity, so we bad a fair 
turnout and a hearty invitation 
to return. The only other de- 
nomination holding meetings in 
this house is the Conservatives, 
and I believe they preach here 
once a month. We have com- 
menced here in dead earnest to 
do something for the Brethren 
church. As it is in the district 
of the Bear Creek church, and I 
have' undertaken the charge of 
that congregation, we will di- 
vide the time amongst them so 
that we can have meetings in one 
or the other churches three limes 
in each month. On next Sunday 
unfortunately, it is onr Little 
York meeting day. The reason 
I say 'unfortunately' is because 
four weeks ago I was called upon 
to preach a funeral in the Luth- 
eran church at Farmersvilte. 
The circumstances were such 
that I could not refuse. The 
Little York brethren were dis- 
appointed of course, and now 
the reguUr meeting comes on 
the Sunday of the State Conven- 
tion at Pleasant Hill. And here 
I am between two fires. I want 
to be at Pleasant Hill, and I 
think several ot our members 
and friends at Little York would 
like to attend also, so we hardly 
know what to do. To miss 'two 
appointments in succession, es- 
pecially when they are four 
weeks apart, will be very demor- 
alizing. However, I have con- 
cluded to be at Little York rath- 
er than nek the result of anoth- 
er disappointment. 

Our meetings at Miamisburg 
are well attended. Those wbo 
have been our regular attend- 
ants continue to come regularly, 
and occasionally we are encour- 
aged by new faces, whom we 
hope, too, will fall into the habit 
of attending them. The young 
people have been having a sing- 
ing class there for the last tew 
weeks, which has been instru- 
mental in improving our music. 

At my last visit on last Sun- 
day I was requested to preach 
the funeral of a young man liv- 
ing about three miles distance 
from the church. The circum- 
stances of his death were very 
sad. Uallie Pedicraw, a young 
man nearly twenty years old, 
was cleaning or repairing hie 
gnn, which, unfortunately, was 
loaded, and the contents entered 
hie body, and he died within a 
few moments. He was a good 
boy, and waa commencing to at- 
tend our Sunday School. We 
pray that even this disaster, sad 
as it is in the extreme, may, 
through the mercy of God, carry 
a blessing with it, and point the 
heart-broken parents heaven- 
ward, lie was a good son and 
the parents felt their loss deeply. 
We are unable to describe the 
angnieh -of those sorrowing 
hearts as they took their last 
farewell of one taken from their 
midst ere he bad reached the 
prime of life. The funeral was a 
very large one and was the first 
that had been preached in onr 
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new church. The young man's 
parents were cot habitual church- 
goers, bat since our church has 
been built there they occasion- 
ally came, and the young man 
came once in a while to our Ban- 
day School. It is encouraging 
to koow that oar efforts have 
thus been the means of doing 
some good. The family had tak- 
en a liking to our church. Our 
gospel- alone doctrine, free ut all 
creed, seemed to strike them 
and hundreds more favorably. 
So thus we hope for a glorious 
success under the blessing of 
heaven. While a lady friend of 
the family was brushing the Sun- 
day clothes of our young depart 
ed friend after bis death, she 
found a copy of the Gospel 
hymns in one of the pockets, and 
she said to me on the day of the 
funeral, 'How much better it is 
than it we found something else 
which might have been there 
and would not have done him so 
much good'. The parents pre- 
ferred onr church and her doc- 
trines to all others, so requested 
me to preach it, which, of course 
1 was very willing to do. 

While I am writing this I can- 
not help but think of the thou- 
sands that are homeless, destitute 
aud heart-broken through the 
unparalleled catastrophe at 
Johnstown, Pa. 

We hope that the call for 
practical and substantial sym- 
pathy may reach down into every 
heart, aud tftat there- will be a 
noble response. 

Here is an opportunity tor 
practical and genuine Christian- 
ity. Here is one of the most 
important ot doctrinal points. 
There is more Christianity in 
helping the distressed than in all 
the formalities, doctrines and 
ceremonies of the whole com- 
bined Christian church. This is 
truly the frnit. The ceremonies, 
doctrines and outward services 
are merely the fertilizers that 
feed the soul-tree so that they 
can produce the fruits of broth- 
erly love and practical sympathy, 
*By their fruits ye shall know 
them.' Mot the trees, or the soul, 
or the fertilizers, but the fruit. 
Edward Mason. 


Johnstown, Pa. 

I heretofore have had the priv- 
ilege to report Johnstown as a 
growing and prosperous city, and 
in fact it was a city unexcelled, 
(in the way of manufacturing) for 
its size. It numbered about 
thirty thousand inhabitants last 
Thursday and today it numbers 
about fifteen thousand occasioned 
from the great flood of which 
you all no doubt have read by 
this time, and no doubt a great 
many think that it has been 
exaggerated by the editors of the 
various newspapers, but I tell 
you that it cannot be exaggerated 
in the least. 

I was right here .and saw it 
and should I sit down and try to 
give you a description of it, I 
would fail to find language to 
tell Its awful nese. Tongue can- 
not tell. You, who did not see 
it cannot imagine. It is* impos- 
sible to imagine its terribleneas. 
Never sine* Noah's deluge has 
there been anything to equal it 


in the way of loss ot life and 
property. The reporters give 
fifteen' thousand people to have 
drowned, but to make sure that 
I am right, I will reduce that 
number to twelve thousand, pre- 
pared and unprepared, old and 
young, rich and poor met their 
God on that Friday evening. 
To etand on the hillside and see 
the hundreds of houses being 
dashed to pieces by the madden- 
ed waves while occupied by the 
inmates, and to bear the crashing 
of timbers, and screaming of the 
children and praying of the 
parents and calling for God's 
sake for some help, while no help 
could be rendered, was a sight 
that never can be effaced from 
the memory. Since the water 
has subsided to pass along the 
shore and see hundreds of coffins 
and dead bodies pilled up is 
enough to canse the hardest of 
heartB to melt and shed tears of 
sympathy for friends who are left 
to mourn their loss, 

The cause of the flood was 
this ; There is a lake about six- 
teen miles above town, and the 
banks of the lake gave way and 
let nearly all the water out with 
a mighty rush. A few ot our 
brethren have been drowned and 
those who are left are ruined, al- 
most, financially, for they all 
suffer a great loss, and our nice 
church which etood on the bank 
of the creek is badly damaged, 
the water reaching and being in 
the' upper room. One end was 
knocked down by the floating of 
buildings asrainst i t. So you see, 
dear brethren and sisters, at pres- 
ent, we have no house in which 
to worship, and we all suffering 
lose, are not able to repair the 
church. And now dear friend, 
brethren and sisters, do not think 
it out of order if we appeal to 
the various congregations of the 
brotherhood for help, for this 
we do, and I know if any of yon 
should come to see the town and 
see the condition in which our 
church is you would not fail to 
give and give liberally. I know 
you could not give to a better 
cause than to have a house re- 
paired and fixed for public wor- 
ship. There has been an esti- 
mate made, and it will take 
about fifteen hundred dollars to 
put the church in order for wor- 
ship, and this amount can be 
raised in the brotherhood very 
easily by all giving a little and 
it will not effect any one. 

Now, we appeal to the ' pastors 
of the various congregations to 
canvass their congregations for 
$5, $10, $15, $20, $25, or $50 do- 
nations, and also we ask you 
kindly aud earnestly to take up 
a public collection from your Con- 
gregation next Sunday, after tell- 
ing them of our great loss, and 
send it to me immediately and 
may God bless you and bless 
you abundantly. Now we leave 
this matter with you, hoping that 
you will look npdn it as a dnty 
you owe to the church and God 
to give in time of great need. 
J. B. Ritiuehs. 


Chronicled. 
Three miles north west of 
Hoover Station, Cass Co., Ind., 
on the Wabash Western R, R., 


lives brother and sister H. 0. 
Reed. T h ese members have been 
living here isolated from any 
church of the Brethren tor some 
time. They belong to the Mexi- 
co congregation since its organ- 
ization by Bro. Bashor recently. 
I was solicited by Bro. Reed 
some time ago to come and 
preach tor them awhile, bat was 
so busy that I* could not do so 
until last Saturday. I went over 
from College Corner and preach- 
ed Saturday evening, Sunday and 
Sunday evening. 

On Sunday I attended the Sab- 
bath school and noticed an un- 
common interest and much in- 
telligence manifested iu the ex- 
ercises. I noticed too that Bro. 
and sister Reed sway quite a good 
religious influence in the com- 
munity. 

On Monday the 8rd, I went 
home partly on account ot a sick 
child of the family, and partly to 
met the Executive Committee of 
our state to arrange for the com- 
ing state conference, but I re- 
turned and resumed my work on 
Wednesday the 5th. Yesterday 
we went out by a water side, and 
buried in baptism four prominent 
persons. Met at the school house 
again in the evening, held ser- 
vices and consecrated the brother 
and sisters by prayer and im- 
position of hands, and closed the 
service with deep interest. Oth- 
ers are almost persuaded to be 
Christians, Many asked us to 
stay longer, but owing to other 
obligations we could not ; hut I 
feel sure that if the meeting 
could have been continued awhile 
a Brethren church could have 
been planted here. These breth- 
ren will for the present hold 
their membership with the Mex- 
ico congregation. This was the 
first meeting of the Brethren 
ever held in this immediate 
neighborhood. The people here 
are intelligent, but do not know 
much about the Brethren doc- 
trine only as they have learned it 
through Bro. Reed. I predict a 
sprightly Brethren church organ- 
ization here in the near future. 
J. II. Swiuabt. 


Dixcon, III, 

The Evangelist came to hand 
full ot news, but we could not 
read it with the usual interest, as 
we get a Chicago daily, and read 
day after day about the terrible 
oatastropbe at Johnstown, and 
are waiting and wondering how 
onr brethren have fared. The 
first name of the list I noticed 
was Bro. Dibert, with whom I 
was acquainted. Wonder it Bro. 
Adams is saved ? I suppose the 
church bnilding is ruined. Oh ! 
God comfort the broken-hearted. 
Would it not be a wise plan for 
every Elder in the different 
churches to collect $1.00 ot each 
member in his congregation and 
send it to the brethren in Johns- 
town, so they can repair the 
building? I see that many so- 
cieties are contributing liberally 
to their brethren in Johnstown, 
and why should not we I The 
Mayor ot this town called a meet ■ 
for last night. I did not hear 
the result, bat think considerable 
will be raised here. 

Da. A. Blouuh. 
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